From The Minister's Desk

A Zecous Love

“Theyy have ears, bt they do no hear, Noses they have, buet they do nof smell; They have hands, burf they do nof han-
le, Feefi they have, bt they do nof walk; Non do they muufber hrough ther throat.” - Psaim 115.6-7

We tend o equate jeclousy with petiness and selfishness. We see Tt as « vice, nofi o virfie. But when God was giving
Moses the Ten Gommandments and satd He was « jealous 6od, this s nof the fype of jealousy He was speaking of. If
we were to substifute the term “zealous” for “jealous,” 16 would help I our indersfinding of 1.

God 1S Zealous tn His love for you, and He weanfs gou o be zealous  your love for Him. God loves gou ad wants am
exclusive relaffonship with you. For example, doesn't a wofe et her hushand %o be faithful o her?? Doesn’t o hus-
hand veant: his weifie o be logal o him? Doesn’ a parent look oui for his or her children and care about; their wel-
fare? O course.

This 15 essenfially vehaf God was saying when He Told Moses, T, the Lord gour 6od, am « fealous 6od who will nof
folerafe gour affection for any ofher gods’ (Exodus 205). In ofher veords, “T veand gour complete love. T don'd wanf
you to bow dovn before ofher gods.”

Jhen the Tsraelttes worshipped the golden calf while Moses was on ME. Stndt, they rafionalized their hehavior by
saying 16 was “s festival fo the Lond” (Fxodus B7:5). Gall 1 what you Itke, buek 7 veas blafim; idolefry. And a person
weho really knowes 6o, who has expertenced anew bhirth, and 1s Iving n felloweship with Him should nofi need m tmage
or representition fo be able o pray. Something 15 nof right when helievers feel they need that.

This 1s a problem because T gives us a false concep of what, God s really Itke. And 16 the image I false, then the
Ehought of God 1 false - and ulfimartely 16 vetll produce o characker thaf s false.
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