From [he Minister's Desk

Honor' His

“Blessed be the name of the Lord from this time forth and forevermore] From the rising of the sun fo s going dovm The LORD's name
15 fo be praised.” - Psalm 18.2-3

There 1s powrer T God’s name, and e are to honor €. Moses said, “For T proclaim the name of the LORD Ascribe
greatness to our God™ (Deut. 32.3).

Eltjah kneve the poveer of the name of the LORD as he faced off with the prophets of Baal on ME. Garmel. He told the
peaple, “Then gou call on the name of your gods, and T will call on the name of the LORD; and the God who answers
by fire, He 1s God™ (1 Kings 16.24).

Not only does God veant us to honor His name, but He wants us o mvoke His holy name i our hour of need. Proy-
erbs 16:10 sags, “The name of the Lord Ts a strong toveer, the righteous run o it and are safe.”

doh knewe the poveer of that name vehen tragedy hit. He said, “naked T came from my mother’s veomb, and naked
shall T retarn there. The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken aveay; blessed be the name of the Lord™ (dob 121).

Have gou ever noticed that when someone speaks gour name, gou hear 12 You know gour name. In the same veay.
bod pays «ttention vehen we speak His name. But vre use God's name in vain - that s, use it m an empty, idle, in-
sincere, or frivolous veay - more often than we may realize. We use God's name in vain with [tEEle euphuisms such
s, “0h, my qoshl™ We take God's name n vain vehen vre use Tt for personal gain or to sell things. We use God's name
in vain vehen vee sy, “Praise the Lord!™ or “God bless gou™ vehen wee don’t really mean it

God knowrs His name. He hears vehen vre speak Tt. S0 let's not take € in vain, let’s honor 7€ instead.
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